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25 February 1867

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the consistory decided to call "Brother Kuipers" [A. C. Kuyper] to serve as
pastor of the County Line [Ebenezer] church. It was also decided that the pastor and three elders
serve as a committee to "look for a good location for a new additional church in the village."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, 281.

Van Raalte Minutes 4
Page 281
Consistory Meeting of February 25, 1867
Absent: Brothers de Bruin and Beeuwkes.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— Taking into consideration the necessity of obtaining an experienced and
sensible pastor for the County Line church, the question was raised whether Brother
Kuipers from Pella might not be the ideal person for this church, and particularly for that
part of the county. He is known by many, and has worked in the congregations for years,
both in the Netherlands and here. His work has been edifying and has advanced the
welfare of the congregations.
After some information concerning his pastoral record and his piety, it was unanimously
decided to present Brother Kuipers to that portion of the congregation living around the
County Line church, as their prospective pastor and teacher. If they choose him, then at
the next classis, his name will be presented at the request of the congregation to the
general synod, or, if necessary,tat first to the particular synod, asking for a dispensation
for the above-mentioned Brother Kuipers, to be examined in the ordinary way at classis,
in all areas of discipline, with the exception of the Eastern foreign languages (Greek and
Hebrew).
The Rev., Keppel and Labots were appointed to be present at a meeting scheduled to be
held in the County Line church on Thursday, February 28, at 2 P.M. They are to give the
necessary information concerning Brother Kuipers' spiritual life and walk of faith.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided that the Rev. and Keppel, Wakker, Geerlings, and te Roller
are to serve as a committee to look for a good location for a new additional church in the
village.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to call a congregational meeting on Wednesday, March 6,
at 2 P.M., in order to discuss the location and building of the church. There will also be a
discussion concerning the necessary funds for covering the debt and the ongoing
expenses of our current needs for public worship.
ARTICLE 5 — Since there has been a renewed request for the purchase of the lot by the
lake, which we formerly had agreed to sell for $500.00, it was now decided not to sell it
for less than $550.00
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided to meet on Monday, March 4, at 2 P.M. The meeting was
closed with prayer by Brother Labots.
G. Wakker, clerk

